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Transitions
Transitions are words, phrases, and sentences that show relationships between ideas. When you use transitions effectively, you cue your reader about how to prepare for, organize, and understand your ideas. These cues make your writing easier to follow. 
Signs you might need to improve your transitions:
· Your readers tell you that your writing felt “choppy,” “jumpy,” or “abrupt,” or that they had trouble following your train of thought.
· You tend to write the way you think—and your brain jumps from one idea to another quickly.
· You wrote your paper in chunks and then pasted them together into a single document.
· You are collaborating on a group paper, and each person wrote their own chunk.
In academic writing, it’s helpful to include a transition whenever there is a shift. Transitions help your reader understand how the new thing you’re writing about relates to the things you’ve written about earlier in the paper. 
Where do transitions belong?
· Between sections: If you are writing a long paper, you may include transitional paragraphs to sum up the ideas just covered and articulate their relevance to the ideas in the next section.
· Between paragraphs: A transitional expression at the beginning of a new paragraph should point out the relationship between the ideas in the previous paragraph and the new paragraph.
· Within paragraphs: Transitional expressions within paragraphs allow your reader to see the relationships between your ideas and sentences. Some transitional expressions lead your reader forward and imply that you are building a larger idea or argument. Some indicate the relationships between an idea and the examples that illustrate it. Others suggest that your reader should compare ideas, see a contrast, or draw conclusions from the preceding sentences.
Table 1. Lists transitional expressions and their functions. Functions are in the left column. Transitional expressions are in the right column.
	To show this type of relationship . . .
	. . . choose the most accurate transition for your material.

	To note a similarity
	also, in the same way, just as . . . so too, likewise, similarly, again, by the same token, in a similar fashion, in the same vein, in the same way 
Example sentence: 
Just as exercise strengthens the body, so too do puzzles sharpen the mind.




	To indicate contrast
	but, however, in spite of, on the one hand . . . on the other hand, nevertheless, nonetheless, notwithstanding, in contrast, on the contrary, a the same time, for all that, still, yet, instead, even though, despite, by comparison, conversely, although, whereas, regardless 
Example sentence: 
Even though the boy felt exhausted, he gathered his strength to carry on.

	To lead into an example
	for example, for instance, in this case, in another case, on this occasion, in this situation, to demonstrate, to illustrate, specifically, in fact, in particular 
Example sentence: 
Many fruits are rich in vitamins; for instance, oranges are an excellent source of vitamin C.

	To add information to an idea
	and, then, also, as well as, along with, besides, equally important, further, furthermore, in addition, indeed, in fact, in the same way, moreover, not only, too, additionally, 
Example sentence: 
The city’s new compost bins will reduce landfill waste; furthermore, they will allow the city to produce nutrient-rich compost for use in the city’s parks.

	To show sequence or timing
	first, second, third, etc., next, then, following this, at this time, now, at this point, after, afterward, subsequently, finally, consequently, previously, before this, simultaneously, concurrently, currently, thus, therefore, hence, next, soon, later, eventually, in the future, earlier, in the past, preceded by, so far, suddenly, until, when, while, meanwhile
Example sentence: 
First, we measured the initial temperature of the solution to establish a baseline for our experiment.

	To repeat
	as I have said, as I have noted, as previously noted, to repeat, in other words, again, that is, put another way, as we have seen, as we have remarked 
Example sentence: 
As previously noted, the experiment results show a significant increase in reaction rate at higher temperatures.

	To summarize or conclude
	in brief, on the whole, summing up, in sum, in summary, to summarize, to conclude, in conclusion, as I have shown, as I have said, as the data show, hence, therefore, accordingly, thus, as a result, in the end, in the final analysis, finally
Example sentence: 
On the whole, these survey results indicate a need for further research.

	To indicate cause or effect
	as a result, consequently, accordingly, if . . . then, due to, for this reason, because, as a consequence, in turn, therefore, so, hence
Example sentence:
The team missed their connecting flight; consequently, they arrived at the tournament a day late.
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