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Conclusions
A good conclusion wraps up a piece of writing in a meaningful and memorable way. If a strong opening paragraph arouses readers’ curiosity, a strong concluding paragraph satisfies them. It is oriented both backwards and forwards, synthesizing the points that the essay has just made in order to point toward the argument’s broader significance.
 
Where the introduction acts as a bridge that transports your readers from their own lives into your argument and analysis, your conclusion provides a bridge from the confines of your argument back into the larger world and their daily lives. Such a conclusion should help your reader understand the ramifications of your argument—why your argument matters even after they have put your paper down. It presents the essay’s “So what?”
 
Often, the structure of a conclusion mirrors the introduction. An introduction often begins broader and narrows to the thesis, while a conclusion frequently begins more narrowly, with a restated thesis, and broadens to the wider ramifications of the argument in our lives and world. 
 
A good conclusion (of any type of essay) typically makes all the following moves:
1. It states (or restates) the thesis in its most fully evolved form
Don’t use the exact same words as in your intro. You can think of this restatement as your second chance to convey your precise argument clearly and powerfully, so don’t waste this chance repeating yourself.
2. It comes full circle
That is, it creates a sense of closure by revisiting the way the paper began. You can do this by returning to a key phrase that you used in the introduction or by returning to a scenario that you opened with in the hook.
3. It articulates implications
That is, it reasons from the particular focus of the essay to broader issues. To figure out what those implications are, stop after each statement you make in your conclusion and ask yourself, “So what?” or “Why should anybody care?”. Then, ponder that question and answer it. Keep following this pattern until you’ve identified why your argument matters and why people should care about it. Those are the implications, the takeaways that you want to send your readers off with.

Strong conclusions may employ any of the following moves:
· A gesture toward a current event
One way to convey the significance of your argument is to explain how we can see it play out in the world around us. Referring to a current event can help you do that. You’ll want to use a current event that is familiar enough that you won’t have to write a whole other essay explaining the event itself.
· A gesture toward a personal connection
Ask yourself, what does my argument suggest about how we live or should live our lives? In a conclusion like this, first person pronouns (“I” and “we”) may be appropriate.
· An after-dinner-mint quotation
Sometimes when gathering evidence for an essay you will find a quotation that so perfectly sums up your argument that it doesn’t even require your explanation. That quotation is perfect for a conclusion. You don’t have space to really analyze a quotation in a conclusion, but you can give your reader a sweet little treat, an after-dinner mint after they have digested the meal of your argument.
· A call to action
If your argument has the potential to motivate the reader to do something, then you may want to use your conclusion to issue a call to action. Suggest what we should do about something, now that we have been convinced by your argument. (Again, first person pronouns—”we,” particularly—may be appropriate.)

Conclusion strategies to avoid:
· Beginning with an overused phrase like “in conclusion,” “in summary,” or “in closing.”
These phrases work in speeches because they are familiar signals for listeners, but they can be boring in writing.
· Raising a totally new point
Any ideas or topics in support of your argument need to be fully supported and explained, and that’s what happens in body paragraphs. You don’t have space to do so in the conclusion.
· Concession
The conclusion of your essay is where you leave its lasting impression. Don’t spend the paragraph acknowledging or making concessions to a counterargument. Address counterarguments earlier in the essay, not your conclusion.
· Overstatement
Sometimes, out of the understandable but mistaken desire for a grand culmination, writers overstate their case in the conclusion. They assert more than their evidence has proved. Remember that you don’t have to answer any of life’s big questions in one essay. Explain the implications of your argument, but don’t overreach.
· The “America the Beautiful” or “We Shall Overcome” Conclusion
Sometimes writers make sentimental, emotional appeals in their conclusions that shift significantly in tone from the rest of the essay. Your reader shouldn’t feel like they have entered another room as they move from the body of your essay to your conclusion.
· The Grab Bag Conclusion
This kind of conclusion is the repository of a bunch of miscellaneous data and ideas that the writer found and thought up but couldn’t fit elsewhere in the essay. This kind of conclusion confuses the reader. You may have to let some interesting tidbits go, if they aren’t relevant enough to find a real home in the essay. That’s okay. You’ve still learned them.
· The “That’s my story and I’m sticking to it” Conclusion
This conclusion just restates the thesis and is often very short. People write this kind of conclusion when they haven't taken the time to figure out why their message matters.

Example:
Diagnosing ADHD, or any mental disorder at that, has never been straightforward. The lack of observable physical evidence makes any sort of accuracy and reliability hard to find. However, as with other difficult-to-diagnose diseases, ruling out other possibilities first could be the key to reducing both over and underdiagnosis. [Begin thesis] The idea of a stepped diagnosis process, while difficult to implement in our current healthcare systems, would be a major step forward towards a less subjective diagnosis process. [Begin call to action] We need to fully recognize that neurodiversities occur on a spectrum, and that the label of disorder is an arbitrary point on that spectrum, and not something to be ashamed of. Either way, the diagnosis itself should take less priority than the person involved. No matter what, each person, with or without ADHD, is an individual. And all individuals need something different to live properly, whether that is treatment for a disorder, or reassurance that they have the permission to be happy.
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